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to hear and see from afar, that Ludovick,
stopping short in the midst of quoting Mariota's
words, buried his face in his hands. He strove
even to shut out the memory of this strange
being who had seemed a messenger of light,
but whom he now thought had been shown as
a treacherous envoy from the powers of dark-
ness.

Lord Marbrack opened a large Bible with
clasps and corners of brass* Methodically he
turned the pages to places where he kept ribbon
markers : " Jeremiah 27-29," he muttered;
" Furst Samuel 6, 2; and Second Chronicles
33, 6 ; but I gae maist siccarly by Exodus 22,
18, 'Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live/
And see here, Deuteronomy 14,18, * There shalt
not be found among you ... an Enchanter
or a Witch or a Charmer, or a Consrdter with
Familiar Spirits, or a Wizard or a Necro-
mancer. For all who do these things are an
abomination to the Lord/ "

He paused. " The Holy Writ is verra plain;
but the point to be established is whether the
doctor falls undeniably into this category,
Neyther you nor Mungo hae been bred to the
law, and mebbee ye're too precipitate. And
though Mariota's the bonniest wumman I've
set eyne on, Fd no tak her whimsies as gospel."

" But/' said Ludovick," it is not on Mariota's
sole opinion that I come to you. She grew
frightened and retracted all her words and
begged me to forget them. I would not have